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harmless little neutrals was criminal It was also extremely bold,
especially as to Narvik, where the small German force would cer-
tainly be cut off by the overwhelming British Navy, and would be
separated by some four hundred miles of largely roadless country
from the nearest handful of other Gennans at Trondheim. Ironi-
cally enough, on April 8, the day before the long prepared German
invasion was to begin, die British violated Norway's neutrality by
laying mines in Norwegian territorial waters. The German action
was drastic out of all proportion to this undoubted breach of inter-
national kw.

On April 9, 1940, the opening German moves were wholly suc-
cessful in Denmark, where hardly a shot was fired, and almost
wholly successful in Norway. There the old king and his ministers
escaped. A story which illustrates the tiny scale of the first German
strokes is that the invaders pursued them in four motor buses
which, however, were sufficiently delayed by farmers who blocked
the road by upsetting wagons across it. Also, the German Navy
suffered appreciable losses at the hands of some Norwegian coastal
gunners whom the fifth column was able neither to overpower nor
to mislead. With these exceptions, the invaders were everywhere
successful German air transport of troops in the first campaign in
which it had pkyed an appreciable part worked smoothly. British
surface ships did not even try to enter the Skagerrak, so that the
flow of German reinforcements was not appreciably interrupted.
Nor did the British Navy assault any port which had fallen into
German hands except Narvik. On shore the invading forces largely
paralyzed the resistance of the unwarlike and ill-brained Norwe-
gians by spreading misinformation and by seizing most of the small
stock of arms and ammunition. Little if any Norwegian demolition
work dekyed their movements. The thing was like the numbing of
an unsuspecting, peaceable man by a series of light but accurately
aimed blows, hardly more than taps, on his nerve centers at the
hands of a master of jujitsu. Even toward the end the Gennans
numbered only about 150,000, and they were at first much fewer.

About a week after the first German landings, hastily assembled
and ill-armed Anglo-French contingents, without either combat
aviation or antiaircraft guns, began landing in the Narvik area and
in ports on either side of Trondheim, which the Gennans had not